Racial variations in normal ureteric course.
Three hundred consecutive normal intravenous urograms were studied. The position of the ureter relative to the vertebral pedicles was assessed at different levels in patients from different racial groups. Medial placement of the ureter (where it overlay or was medial to a pedicle) was considerably commoner in black patients of African origin than in white Northern Europeans. In both races it occurred more frequently in males and in the young, and it was more common on the right side than on the left. The recognition of this normal variant, particularly in the black patient, is important in the interpretation of intravenous urograms.